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Message From The Board
Summer greetings MCPA members!  Our recent work party took advantage once again, of the nice summer weather we have had so far.  Volunteers brushed more of the area between the clay slide and the log crossing over the river at Twin Bridges.  Dumas St has been brushed and burned debris from the shelter where arson caused a fire last year was transferred to the road down by the Forest Service outhouse for later helicopter removal.  Remaining work parties after that are on September 19 and October 17.  We have had some great barbeques in the afternoons after our work parties, thanks to Ruth!  Please always remember to bring with you to all work parties: rain gear, work gloves and tools, extra food and water.


A NASCAR racetrack is being planned for the Robe Valley area.  It is for 437 acres to be developed near the old Robe Trail.  Contact information for those interested in voicing their opinion for or against:  Please reference: File No. 07-101924-000-00-LU 

Snohomish County Planning & Development Services 

3000 Rockefeller Ave. M/S 604 

Everett, WA 98201-4046 

Project Manager: Scott Whitcutt: scott.whitcutt@co.snohomish.wa.us 

Once again, please note for new or renewing memberships, forms may be printed off the website.  The cost of a one year membership is $24 and a key is an additional $12.  Any questions regarding membership or keys can be addressed to Bill Rawlins.  He may be emailed at: rawlinswm@verizon.net 

Remember that the Monte Cristo Campground shelter was burned down due to arson last year.  The tent pads remain for use as usual and it is still an excellent place to camp out with tents.  It has been very popular so far this year so the arson did not impact the numbers of hikers using it for camping.  There are no current plans to rebuild the shelter and, as stated above, the Forest Service plans to remove the burned debris by helicopter this summer.

Thank you for your membership everyone and we hope to see many of you at the next work party!  If you are interested in attending our next board meeting, please email me.  It will be Monday, September 14 at 6 pm.  That is all for now.  Cheers everyone!

Sincerely, Kal Klass, MCPA President
Historical Note

Here is the conclusion of last month's two-part "Party Ends Year at Monte Cristo Recreation Site,"  taken from The Everett Daily Herald of Monday, November 26, 1951.  

"Wilkie had planned to stay at Monte Cristo for a while longer, doing more work on the cabins, but Sunday morning the snow really started to fall and he found it necessary to leave for the 'outside' with his guests. (The party had been the night before.)

In spite of the snow, a group of Seattle Mountaineers were at Monte Cristo Saturday and Saturday night also, staying at the forest camp donated by the American Legion of Everett (the current Monte Cristo campground).  They used it as a base for winter exploration of the basin which forms the headquarters of the south fork of the Sauk River."  (I assume 'headwaters' was meant.)

Next to this article in the paper is a large photo of the famed Holmenkollen ski jumping competition in Norway.  Its caption noted that the Pilchuck Ski Club was hoping to emulate the huge crowd at its own jumping event planned for Everett's Forest Park in January. Happy Annen probably submitted both items to the Herald, as he was deeply involved with all these groups and activities.  We recall his work with "Hap's Hill."

The ski club utilized the former Sa-ha-lee Girl Scout building a mile south of Big Four Inn near the Mt. Dickerman trailhead and built by by Sheridan McElroy of Silverton. (The Nordlunds later found the drawings down his outhouse hole, according to Forrest Johanson.) The skiers' Everett Snowfair was a short lived, valiant attempt to create a winter jumping competition, but the city lies too close to Puget Sound for dependable snowfall, even in midwinter.  I recall one year their having to truck in the white stuff to coat the jumping surface.  If you go to the park off Mukilteo Boulevard and walk over to the wading pool, then look out at the steep hill with its view of the sound, you can visualize the excellent bowl for ski jumping.

Happy also was the main driver for creation of the Mt. Pilchuck State Park and its unsuitable ski area.  With his excellent publicity and organizing, the idea finally took hold. He even went so far as to incorporate shooting fireworks off the summit as part of Everett's Fourth of July celebration. These were co-ordinated at the lookout through radio station KRKO, as thousands of holiday celebrants eagerly listened through the public address system as they waited in the seats of Everett's distant Memorial Stadium for the spectacle of sky rockets and flashing bombs to appear after dusk. Unfortunately, it all was something of a dud.  As a youngster I recall seeing some flashes of color, but they were tiny and distant, set off while it really was too light.  Nice idea; but flawed, as with the skiing.

Former lookout Larrison's ecological study of the mountain cited in part one added to the idea of Mt. Pilchuck as an interesting place to explore as well as for skiing and snowshoeing.  Again, it's Pilchuck:  The Life of a Mountain, by Harry W. Higman and Earl J. Larrison. The old Shorey Book Store in Seattle produced a facsimile in 1974, but occasionally it can be found in its original, as well as through interlibrary loan.  It's written as fiction; however the science and setting are not.  
David A. Cameron, Ph.D.


